Pokuru Nature Ed. - Wednesday 29 November

Today’s session started with the obligatory shelter/hammock set up in groups. Groups
looked different and set up in a few different spots which showed how open-minded the
students are about working with others and learning/sharing ideas with eachother.

Noah decided that he wanted to create a rope swing. Not happy with the stick seat, he
fashioned a wider seat using some of the wood we have in our tinker box. This look more
comfortable and seemed like it too.

Sadie decided that she wanted to bring her swing chair from home. It was interesting
watching her and Olivia work through the process of getting the rope around the branch
which was a bit too high for them both - they managed, with some help from a stump.

" Heidi and Blair took
~ charge of the fire today
and did an exceptional
job getting it started and
managing it well in
preparation for  our
%% pancakes. The highlight
| for me was their safety
first approach using the
‘respect position’ in and
around the fire and
respecting the fire when
adding more wood.




Today’s hakari was around pancakes. The students followed a verbal recipe and in their
groups made enough batter for each of their group to share between 3 - 6 pancakes
depending on the size and texture of the pancake. There was some deep conversations
about the pros and cons of runny vs thick batter with most groups opting for the thick
approach. The cooking was shared with one student at a time taking turns to cook over the
fire on the cast iron pan (thanks Miss Amy). This was a good chance for them to support
each other's cooking.

A little bit of butter and jam on top and we had some amazing pancakes. To complete the
hakari, the students took all of the dishes and made sure the area was clean and clear.




Games are a great way to build whanaungatanga (togetherness). Hungry Bear, where the
bear is in the middle of a tarpaulin sleeping with its food, helps students develop their sense
of hearing (as the bear). The other students then need to move as quietly as possible to try
and steal the bears food (a banana). Students need to work together to not make too much
noise (or attract attention from the bear). Plus, it is so much fun!

Sometimes, the best fun happens when
there is no structure or adult interference.
The students had finished tidying up and
were bringing the tarpaulin back when
they decided to give each other rides on
the tarp. This resulted in everyone taking
turns, loads of sharing, good conversation
about how enjoyable it was or what they
should do next time to improve.




To end the day, a great game of cat and mouse, to build on our communication, teamwork
and problem solving skills. What a great way to have a bit of fun with our peers.

Ma te wa (See you soon)



